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impossible for a public man in India to deliver an address
without his insisting upon Indian tolerance. These senti-
ments are often coupled with references to the innate sense
of reverence of the people. And just to make sure that the
stranger within the gates shall be forced to the conclusion
that a looking-glass has been substituted for the traditional
Gateway of India, both qualities are normally described as
deriving from the Hindu religion.
Mass self-hypnosis is the only feasible explanation for
this outstanding feature of present-day India.
On the first anniversary of Gandhi's " asthi," immense
crowds poured out of Bombay to the stretch of beach where
some of his ashes had been immersed. It was certainly an
impressive demonstration. But to the outsider it seemed
pitifully incongruous. Speaker after speaker waxed eloquent
on the virtues of the Mahatma and on the fidelity with which
his precepts were being pursued. Paeans on mutual love
floated through the rest of the hot air from innumerable
platforms on the outskirts of a city where the remnants of
the Muslim minority move in an atmosphere of nervous
tension. Many of them, like my own bearer, Abdul, wear
Hindu headdress to conceal their origin and religion.
Focus of the day's observances was a bronze statue of
Gandhi. Masses of garlands had been hung upon it and
strewn around the dais on which it rests. Every second
adult and every child carried a little flag of saffron, white
and green, inscribed " Jai Hind." But all round the shrine,
hawkers plied their wares noisily. They yelled and wailed
to attract the attention of passers-by to the merits of the
sticky sweetmeats of violent colours, or curried noodles, or
hot dishes of highly-spiced meat and pastry which they had
for sale. Betel-pan addicts ejected blood-red streaks into
the sand at the very foot of the platform. Most of the
milling mob ignored entirely the collection-box for charity
beside the shrine; but every now and again one of the
chattering, laughing multitude would throw a few annas